
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 
 

LOUDON CITY COUNCIL 
April 1, 2019 

 
The Loudon City Council held a special called meeting on April 1, 2019 in the Council Meeting Room 
located at 201 Alma Place.  Those present were Mayor Jeff Harris, Council Members: Tammi Bivens, Tim 
Brewster, Tim Dixon and Johnny James.  Also present was City Recorder Stephanie Putkonen. Jonathan 
Herrmann represented the Loudon County News Herald. There were approximately seventy other people 
present. 
 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. He said that in a special called meeting, only the 
items on the agenda could be voted on.  
 
Mayor Harris welcomed everyone. He asked Chaplin Coordinator for the Loudon County Sheriff’s 
Department, David Choate, to hold the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America.  
 
Mayor Harris said the purpose of the meeting was to reconsider some actions that were taken on March 18, 
2019. The first item of business was to appoint a city attorney. He recognized former City Attorney Joe 
Ford. 
 
Attorney Joe Ford asked city council to consider retaining his law firm and appoint Kris Frye as the city 
attorney. He said Kris has already been working with him on many of the ongoing projects with the city as 
well as the utilities. 
 
Mayor Harris recommended Kris Frye from Ford & Nichols be appointed city attorney.  
 
Councilmember Bivens made a request that the city attorney attend all of their meetings including 
workshop meetings. Attorney Frye responded affirmatively to attending all of their meetings. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember James and 
unanimously passed to appoint Kris Frye as the city attorney. 
 
There was applause from the audience. City Attorney Frye took a seat at the council table. 
 
The next item was to reinstate the city manager. Mayor Harris recommended the reinstatement of Ty Ross 
as city manager.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember Dixon and 
unanimously passed to reinstate Ty Ross as city manager. 
 
There was applause from the audience. Manager Ross took a seat at the council table. 
 
Mayor Harris said the last item on the agenda was the revocation of authority granted to independent 
counsel to conduct an investigation into the activities of city hall staff.  
 
Attorney Joe Ford said he wanted to go on record that he holds no ill will against Attorney Ben 
Cunningham or Attorney Kevin Stevens. He said they are quality lawyers as is their law firm (Kennerly 
Montgomery & Finley). 
 
Councilmember Brewster said he did not like the wording, “the activities of city hall staff.” After some 
discussion, Mayor Harris recommended replacing it with “employment practices.” 
 



A motion was made by Councilmember James, seconded by Councilmember Bivens and 
unanimously passed to revoke the authority granted to independent counsel to conduct an 
investigation into employment practices. 
 
Councilmember Brewster said he noticed a car in the parking lot that indicated a bronze star recipient. He 
asked everyone to recognize with applause the bronze star recipient in the audience. 
 
Mayor Harris thanked everyone for attending. He added that Manager Ross is the man for Loudon, and he 
has a vision for Loudon. 
 
Manager Ross apologized publicly again to Cissy Chapman. He said he wants to work with her to resolve 
the issue. He said he wants to create an advisory committee and welcomes her input. 
 
Ms. Chapman said she would help and that everyone needs to be on the same page. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 6:46 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ____________________________ 
Recorder     Mayor 


